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Last year I wrote about an organization called the National Council for a 
Republican Congress.  It was a group with dozens of executive volunteers and 
hundreds of members. Although its membership was concentrated in Texas and 
Washington D.C., it had members in every region in the country. (Marc Levin, a 
contributor to Politicalusa.com, served on the Executive Committee.) It was 
poised to support GOP Congressional candidates in the years to come. Now that 
organization has ceased to exist. I will address what happened in order to maintain 
any credibility as a writer. 

The story of how the NCRC went from a viable political organization 
(Congressmen Peter Sessions and Dick Armey speak at its first annual convention 
in February 2001) to a group that nobody would want to associate with is a story 
that deserves a book, not merely a column. The twists in the turns of this story are 
so byzantine that my chronicling of the events surrounding NCRC could take 
hundreds of pages to write. I cannot be that thorough, but I can write the first draft 
of this bizarre story. This story needs to be told: publicly, openly, and without a 
sense of regret. A lot of people were duped, but there is no shame in believing a 
lie, only in telling one. 

My Story with the NCRC 

In late November of 2000, I attended an event sponsored by the Young 
Republicans of Texas as a representative from my previous place of employment. 
While attending the event, I met an individual who will remain nameless who was 
Vice-Chairman of a new group called the National Council for a Republican 
Congress. She stated she would recommend me to serve in an official capacity for 
this new group, whose purpose was to spread the GOP message and elect 
Republican Congressional candidates through financial and volunteer support. 

I was referred to the Chairman, whose name was Mauricio Aguirre-Orcutt. He told 
me that he had long political ties to Dan Quayle, which is what he told everyone 
else. He asked me to submit a letter and resume explaining why I wanted to join 
the NCRC. I complied, and I was offered a position on the Steering Committee as 
Chairman on the Committee for Fundraising. 



I attended a two-day meeting of the NCRC at the Fairmont Hotel in Dallas, Texas. 
Approximately 150 individuals attended the event; all of them committed to 
helping the GOP in different ways. After speeches from several prominent Texas 
officials, including the two aforementioned Congressmen, who were invited to 
speak from people connected to NCRC. 

The second day of the event included reports from the chairmen of all the different 
committees, including myself, and discussions regarding the future and purpose of 
the organization. At the time, I believed that the NCRC needed to work on its 
organization, but that those problems would be resolved over time. I also believed 
that the NCRC had a bright future on the political scene because of the quality of 
the people attending the event, and the significant resources that they represented. 

Over the next several months, I did several things for the NCRC, including a 
fundraising package that was all ready to be sent out to 4,000 previous party 
contributors. There were a couple of small legal details that needed to be worked 
out, but by July, I was hoping to raise tens of thousands of dollars for the 
organization, which would in turn be distributed to Congressional candidates for 
the 2002 election cycle. 

I was unable to attend the next Plenary Meeting, which was held in July of 2001. 
On Sunday, July 15, I received the following e-mail from Mr. Orcutt: 

Dear member:������Some serious developments occurred this past weekend.  The 
organization is ���divided and numerous accusations and division between the 
leadership���happened.  Please disregard any emails you may receive from the 
faction that ���has been created, we are still in control. ������Mauricio Aguirre-
Orcutt ���Chairman 

I was naturally dumbfounded by this bizarre letter came out of nowhere. I received 
the following note from a member of the Executive Committee: 

Dear NCRC Members: 

We are writing today to let you know that last Friday, July 13, 2001, at the 
National Council for a Republican Congress Executive Committee Meeting in 
Dallas, Texas, Mauricio Aguirre-Orcutt resigned as Chairman, and subsequently, 
the Executive Committee voted unanimously to dissolve the organization. We 
have attached the minutes from Friday’s Executive Committee Meeting reflecting 
this. 

Any email from John Taylor, whom we have never met and was not in attendance 



at the meeting, describing either Mauricio Aguirre-Orcutt or himself as the current 
Chairman, is incorrect. 

Additionally, a copy of this email we have sent you is posted on the NCRC 
website. However, since the NCRC does not own the url for this website, we are 
no longer responsible for information posted on it subsequently. If you have not 
already viewed the text of this final website notification, you can still find it on the 
server at http://65.108.83.202/close.htm…. 

We encourage you to continue to fight to elect Republicans to Congress, a goal we 
all share. We know that the Republican National Committee and other Republican 
organizations need our help and we look forward to working with you on the 
upcoming campaigns. 

Sincerely, 

The Executive Committee 

It should be pointed out that a complaint was filed against Mauricio Orcutt at the 
Federal Election Commission by the former Executive Committee. 

The final minutes were listed on the website listed above, but that site is no longer 
active. However, those minutes appear below: 

NATIONAL COUNCIL FOR A REPUBLICAN CONGRESS 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING – July 13, 2001  

MINUTES  

At 8:13 p.m. on Friday, July 13, 2001, the National Council for a Republican 
Congress Executive Committee was called to order by Mauricio Aguirre-Orcutt, 
Chairman.  Roll call was taken and the following Executive Committee officers 
were in attendance:  

Mauricio Aguirre-Orcutt (Chairman) 

Marc Levin (First Vice Chairman) 

Ronny Ables (Executive Director) 

Eric Stratton (Chief Advisor) 



Randy Cooke (Communications Director) 

Melissa Lauderdale (Chief Counsel) 

Tommy Ortiz (Treasurer)  

A point of order was made by Eric Stratton for the establishment of quorum. The 
Chairman acknowledged that there was quorum, as a majority of all appointed 
officers were present. The Chairman withdrew his two outstanding appointments 
to the Executive Committee. Mauricio Aguirre-Orcutt submitted his resignation, 
effective immediately, as Chairman, citing "personal reasons."  

Melissa Lauderdale moved for a five-minute recess. Eric Stratton seconded the 
motion. There was no discussion. The motion passed unanimously. First Vice 
Chairman Marc Levin reconvened the Executive Committee Meeting at 8:31 p.m. 
with a quorum. Melissa Lauderdale nominated Eric Stratton as the new Chairman, 
pursuant to Article IV, Section 4(C) of the NCRC Constitution. Randy Cooke 
seconded the motion. There was no discussion. The motion passed unanimously.  

Randy Cooke moved to suspend the rules for open discussion. The motion was 
seconded by Ronny Ables. There was no discussion. The motion passed 
unanimously. The future of the NCRC was discussed under suspended rules.  

The rules were reinstated by Chairman Eric Stratton.  

Melissa Lauderdale moved to dissolve the NCRC effective July 13, 2001, and 
delegate Eric Stratton, Ronny Ables, Tommy Ortiz, and Melissa Lauderdale to 
take the necessary actions to complete the dissolution, including the transfer of 
any remaining funds to charities designated by Eric Stratton, Ronnie Ables, 
Tommy Ortiz, Marc Levin, Randy Cooke and Melissa Lauderdale. Randy Cooke 
seconded the motion. There was no discussion. The motion passed unanimously.  

Melissa Lauderdale moved to adjourn. Marc Levin seconded the motion. There 
was no discussion. The Executive Committee meeting was adjourned at 9:28 p.m.  

Respectfully Submitted,  

Melissa Lauderdale, General Counsel, in the absence of the Secretary. 

After speaking to several individuals at that meeting, I was to learn that almost 
everything about Mauricio Aguirre-Orcutt was a lie. All of the political 
connections he said he had, all of the corporate contacts he described in thorough 



detail, everything about the NCRC was a sham. 

I am deeply grateful that I never sent out those fundraising letters. If I had, I would 
have been sending letters on behalf of an organization that was illegitimate. That 
would have been violations of interstate commerce laws and federal election laws. 
I never would have gone to jail or prosecuted, but I would have had to hire a 
lawyer at the cost of thousands of dollars. I did lose a lot of precious time. I did 
write about the NCRC, and I talked to other individuals about joining the group, 
which was something I regret. 

What I lost for the time-being is the sense of optimism and idealism that my 
involvement in the establishment political process would bring. I will never allow 
myself to participate in politics just so somebody else can twist the levers of 
power, and that’s all I see at stake at this time. It’s just not worth it. 

Other people lost much more than I did in terms of their energies and efforts they 
put into the NCRC. Moreover, there is someone who had to hire a lawyer and 
contacted the FBI in order to clear her name, to avoid being tainted by Mauricio’s 
deception and malice. 

Who is Maurcio Aguirre-Orcutt? 

When I first met Mauricio, he struck me as a calm and centered individual who 
had the ability to put people at ease. His easygoing nature, I thought, would attract 
members to the group, although I was unsure of his organization skills. 

His lack of organization, in retrospect, was in reality a deliberate attempt to cover 
his numerous lies that are the only lasting legacy of the NCRC. It is not adequate 
to state that Mr. Orcutt lied as chairman of the NCRC. In fact, it may be difficult 
to establish when he did not lie. 

I have to write in advance that many of the alleged lies and activities of Mauricio 
Aguirre-Orcutt are just that: alleged lies and activities. This is not a court of law, 
but a journalistic piece. If Mauricio or anyone else wants to write a piece to 
question the account given in this article, they should be able to do so. 

I must also state that I am responsible for this content. I also doubt that Mauricio 
Aguirre-Orcutt will take legal action against me. If he decides to sue me for libel 
and defamation, federal authorities may want to talk over some matters with him. 

It has been established that Mauricio Aguirre-Orcutt has been to jail at least once. 
His first brush with the law was when he allegedly used his grandmother credit 



cards and was charged with credit card fraud. 

He was jailed in 1995 for wire fraud while working for a business called RMI for 
one Phillip Saragosa, who got mixed up with a man by the last name of Pacheco 
who the Feds had been watching. Eventually, this brought on Mauricio’s arrest. 
They paid him cash money to wire transfers and translate documents but it could 
be something else that he was REALLY charged with. His jail stays were at the 
Whacknhut unit in San Antonio in October 1995, then moved to the Floresville 
unit in Jan-Feb 1996, and finished his sentence at the Eden unit in March and 
stayed until October. 

How did so many other dedicated people get mixed up with this guy? Almost 
everyone else who got involved with the NCRC that we had no idea what 
Mauricio Aguirre-Orcutt was doing and all about. It calls to mind Hitler’s 
observation that people are more likely to believe a large lie than a small one. 

I write in part because of my journalistic responsibility to set the record straight. I 
can’t write glowingly about an organization, and then ignore the organization’s 
demise because of fraud that occurred at its top. However, I’m also writing to 
make sure that Mauricio Aguirre-Orcutt never uses the NCRC or any other group 
as a stepping-stone for him again. 

Mauricio’s Actions as NCRC Chairman: 

The first sign of trouble among other members of the organization occurred when 
a member of the NCRC called the office of Senator John Kyl in order to thank 
them for their involvement with the NCRC. Unfortunately, the Arizona office 
denied any affiliation with the organization, and asked for NCRC to stop using the 
organizations name in association with Senator Kyl’s office. The caller from 
NCRC, confused, contacted other members in the organization. 

Another member received a letter from Margaret Thatcher, thanking him for his 
efforts on behalf of the NCRC. He framed it proudly, but then realized that 
Margaret Thatcher’s signature looked suspiciously like Mauricio’s signature. (The 
plot thickens…) 

The four major members of the NCRC got together and did some heavy research 
of Mauricio’s financial transactions and alleged corporate contacts. It was difficult 
to find any of Mauricio’s actions to be legitimate. 

Mauricio had boasted of several contacts and relationships that turned out to be 
bogus. His relationship with Dan Quayle, which encouraged me to join the 



organization in the first place, was equally fraudulent, as Quayle’s office in 
Arizona threatened Mauricio very strongly to stop using his name. (Dan Quayle’s 
office was upset that they were using Quayle’s name to promote a bill on behalf 
on NCRC. Mauricio also told numerous people on several occasions that he is the 
godson of George H.W. Bush through the Hispanic side of the family (Jeb Bush’s 
wife). Untrue. 

Mauricio had claimed that he had corporate contacts with Phillip Morris and 
Siemens Corporation that would provide the NCRC with tens of thousands of 
dollars. There is no evidence that any of these contacts existed. 

Mauricio had stiffed several other people as NCRC Chairman alone. The Fairmont 
Hotel in Dallas, where the NCRC meeting in 2001 was held, was never paid. 
Neither was Sir Speedy, as another member of the NCRC was stuck with a bill 
worth thousands of dollars for the printing costs of NCRC materials. Not good. 

Mauricio also collected $35 fees for membership to the NCRC, as well as $50 for 
NCRC business cards. Those cards were never received, although he proclaimed 
several times before his forced resignation that they were coming. It does not take 
much insight to figure out where the money went. 

Another member of NCRC began receiving packages from Political Research, 
Inc., and she was told by Mauricio that they were for NCRC, but would she could 
she so kind to keep them? It turns out that Political Research Inc. 
http://www.politicalresearch.com/index.cfm?fuseaction=main is a completely 
legitimate company run by John Clement, the brother of former Texas Governor 
Bill Clement. Unfortunately, they hired Mauricio, who in turn sold products to 
individuals who in many cases did not exist, made up false invoices so he could 
pocket the commission, and made out like a bandit. 

I contacted Political Research, and they were not exactly in the talking mood, 
although there was an implicit knowledge that Mauricio in fact worked there. The 
NCRC member who got the packages from Political Research had to spend at least 
ten thousand dollars to clear her name. She actually contacted a member of the 
FBI about Mauricio’s conduct, and they were conducting an investigation into the 
federal laws that Mauricio may have violated while Chairman of the NCRC, but 
the events of last September 11th pushed that investigation aside. (I did not write 
this article in October for the same reason.) 

Mauricio had offered the National College Republicans $5,000 for their reelection 
effort, if they helped the NCRC staffing help in DC. Since the donations that he 
said that he had were fraudulent, there is no way he could have paid that money. 



Mauricio also tried to stiff a former member and the former Executive Director of 
the NCRC, Edgar Mueller, with a 15-person dinner bill. But Mr. Mueller, who left 
politics in disgust in January of 2001 after several years of involvement with the 
GOP in organizations and campaigns, recounted the following incident that led to 
his resignation: 

I set up the meeting with (Trent) Lott. The week after the inauguration, when 
Mauricio was here and we met Lott, I had bad flu (my throat was literally 
bleeding) and should have been in bed, but I put on a suit went to work and 
skipped out early for the meeting. I asked Mauricio to try to 'carry' the meeting 
since I could barely talk." 

"When we started the meeting, Mauricio did not say anything. I then spoke up, 
explaining that we were interested in figuring out how best the NCRC could help 
get more GOP members elected to Congress without stepping on anybody's toes, 
etc. Whenever Lott asked a question, Mauricio, our chairman, just sat there and 
let me coughingly answer. That is, until Lott asked what he was personally most 
interested in: "So, how much money do you have and what does that mean for 
me?" I knew that we didn't have anything at the time, so I turned to Mauricio and 
put him on the spot to answer. I expected him to talk about what the NCRC had 
back in 1994/95 (he had told me that he was involved with them then and that they 
had money then) and how we were rebuilding, but had the support from Dan 
Quayle. (I still believed him at that time.) We also had plenty of young volunteers, 
etc. Instead, he just stupidly said, "We don't have any money." 

Lott then turned to his Chief of Staff and said, "Go get my car ready." The meeting 
ended soon afterwards. I was upset with Mauricio, and somewhat disappointed in 
Lott's selfishness regarding the money - he didn't care when I then added that we 
had many volunteers and were starting to raise money. I guess he wanted money 
immediately, and that was all. 

This writer would have waited to set up any meeting with Senator Lott until we 
had raised a significant amount of money. Moreover, Mauricio’s answer was not 
productive. At the same time, I concur that Lott could and should have shown a 
more genuine interest in an organization that already had a significant volunteer 
base. But perhaps the nuts and bolts of politics are, in the final analysis, a money 
game. 

Actually, my responsibility in the organization, and the entire fundraising 
operation was ready to be put into motion. I had put together an entire fundraising 
package, and there were only two items holding up the mailing. The first was the 
status of the organization, which would determine whether donations to our group 



were tax-deductible, and the specific guidelines that donors must adhere to, 
according to the Federal Elections Commission. Mauricio was indecisive in what 
the status of the group would be. It is my belief that Mauricio’s indecision was 
based on his efforts to find out how he could take the money from the group in the 
easiest possible manner at a future date. 

More alarmingly and in hindsight, I was going to be an unwilling perpetrator in 
fraud on a couple of different levels. I had e-mailed Mauricio about paying for the 
printing and mailing of the materials, with the reasonable expectation that that the 
cost of the mailing, about $2,000, would be covered easily by donations to 
previous GOP financial supporters. 

Mauricio replied, "Our sponsor with Postmaster Corp. will pay for the printing as 
soon as they receive the invoice. But they will not pay for the postage, can you 
find someone who can pay for this, not you, but a donor?" 

The printer agreed to begin the job as long as the cost of the postage was covered. 
I was all set to cover that cost, about $500 for the bulk mailing, along with 
donations of a few other people I know. But I know now that the Postmaster Corp. 
is nothing more than an e-mail account that one could get in the United Kingdom, 
and Mauricio’s "donor" at Postmaster was nothing more than a made-up name! 

So, if I had done the mailing, I would have been legally responsible for $3,000 in 
the bulk mail, and I would have solicited and taken money from people I know in 
order to fund this project. That would have been the least of my worries. If I had 
sent the money out, and Mauricio would have pocketed the raised money for 
himself, I would be accused of committing interstate fraud, which is a federal 
crime. I would have been exonerated after time, but the legal bills and hassle 
would have been overwhelming. 

Mauricio is still at work, by the way. He sent a series of bizarre e-mails to a 
former friend named Chris Munson, impersonating himself as a gentleman named 
Kurt A. Von Hillman-Strauss from a company in Amsterdam. Chris contacted the 
company, and of course there was no Kurt A. Von Hillman-Strauss at this 
company. It was Mauricio. 

What is stranger about this e-mail is that this Strauss is asking Mr. Munson for 
Mauricio’s e-mail address, even while proclaiming that he is providing the NCRC 
with $75,000 in cash. Munson responded that there is an investigation of Mauricio 
underway, and this fictitious Strauss responded in the following way: 

"Thank you Chris for your comments. I can see now why Mauricio regards you as 



a complex and confused individual, you have a few issues of your own buried in 
the past for what I was told. We have had our legal team investigate and there is 
nothing we do not know, so all is fine. Thank you, and you will not be contacted 
by any of us again." 

Mauricio is clearly a sick man. I don’t know why, and I can’t imagine what it is 
like to live a life so full of lies that they can no longer be distinguished from one’s 
reality. Having said that, Mauricio should never inflict such damage ever again. A 
former member of the NCRC said, "I put my heart into this organization, and this 
is the reward of our work? This kind of thing can eat away at you." 

How the story ends for everyone else and me: 

Some members were kind enough to ask me if I would like to join a new 
organization that would have a similar focus as the NCRC. I said "no thanks", and 
I would say the same to any other involvement in GOP politics. I’m out: not only 
as a volunteer or "foot-soldier" for GOP activities, but also as a member of the 
Republican Party. I’m out, I’m done, and it’s all over. 

Some members of the NCRC lost far more than I did in terms of time, money, and 
piece of mind, and they remain committed to the GOP cause. God bless them, and 
I wish them the best. 

My reasons for leaving the GOP altogether are based on several different reasons, 
which I will enumerate in detail in another column. But my experiences with the 
NCRC were clearly a factor. Why should my efforts be used to pursue the 
ambitions of another person. When works inside the establishment, one is favoring 
a specific horse in the race, and that’s all. Better to concentrate on ideas, 
regardless of their political benefits. 

Mauricio Orcutt’s behavior is an extreme example of what can happen to people 
when they are in power, because the unpleasant fact is that wielding power, and 
seeking to wield power, makes people unpleasant. Lying and stealing may not 
reign in most political organizations, but covetous and backstabbing practices are 
all too often the order of the day. Why should my work benefit self-seeking social 
climbers and status-seekers in some cases, or malignant liars in Mauricio’s case at 
worst? Time can be better spent in other ways. 

At the same time, I’m relieved that things with NCRC bottomed out. I lost a lot of 
valuable time, and I promoted an organization that was fraudulent because of the 
actions of one man. Still, as I indicated above, I could have been in a far, far worse 
situation. It was a learning experience, although not a positive one. 



The worst byproduct of Mauricio is the loss of faith and idealism that makes any 
organization possible. The members of the NCRC cannot help but feel cheated 
that their efforts turned good into bad. People can be idealistic for many different 
reasons. Experience can temper that idealism, but that idealism is the gift of any 
free and aspiring individual. It’s a precious thing to have, and to lose. 

Mauricio Aguirre-Orcutt is still out there. This column, hopefully, will make sure 
that he can’t snuff out anyone else’s idealism ever again. He had no idea that this 
article is being written. Hopefully, he finds it and reads it. Hopefully, this column 
will make sure he never hurts anyone else again.	  


